
COMMONING:
Common Resources,
Associationism and
Networks of
Reciprocity
throughout History

Online, via Zoom

14 - 15 March 2024

International Congress
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The IHC is funded by National funds through FCT — Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia, I.P.,
under the projects UIDB/04209/2020, UIDP/04209/2020, and LA/P/0132/2020.



The resistance to poverty and inequalities manifests in various social practices that can be understood
under the broad concept of Commoning. These practices, which include the use of common resources,
associationism, and informal networks of cooperation and reciprocity, demonstrate versatility and
resilience as they adapt to different societies, cultures, and historical contexts. While they are recognized
as counter-hegemonic models that promote alternative relationships between economy, society, and
nature, further knowledge is required to understand the historical evolution of this collective action
repertoire.

The primary objective of the international congress on the practice of commoning throughout history is
to present innovative research informed by critical interculturality. The congress aims to foster dialogue
between the global North and South, valuing both theoretical insights and practical experiences. By
focusing on diverse cultural contexts, the congress seeks to bring together researchers and activists to
explore commonalities and specificities of these social practices. Additionally, the congress intends to
reflect on significant topics such as social class, gender, ethnicity, and assess the impacts of capitalism's
expansion, state and coloniality, diaspora, and the development agenda from a diachronic perspective.

We encourage the submission of case studies on commons, cooperatives, mutuals, associations, and
informal cooperation and reciprocity schemes. Additionally, we welcome comparative and entangled
analyses that shed light on the multifaceted history of commoning practices. Proposals in English,
Portuguese, Spanish, and French are accepted. Selected papers from the congress will be considered
for publication in an open-access, peer-reviewed electronic book.

You can submit a proposal via this form.

Deadlines
Submission deadline: 15 December 2023
Deadline for a response from the Scientific Committee: 15 February 2024

Scientific Committee: 
Joana Dias Pereira (Instituto de História Contemporânea — NOVA FCSH / IN2PAST), Isabel Macedo
(Centro de Estudos de Comunicação e Sociedade — Universidade do Minho), Sara Jona Laisse
(Universidade Católica de Moçambique), Mirta Lobato (Faculdade de Filosofia e Letras — Universidad de
Buenos Aires), Jordi Estivill (Rede Internacional e Interdisciplinar sobre as Desigualdades), Montserrat
Duch Plana (Ideologies i Societat a la Catalunya Contemporània — Universitat Rovira i Virgili), Boris
Marañon (Instituto de Investigaciones Económicas — Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México), Jean-
Louis Laville (Conservatoire National des Arts et Metiers-Paris), Fernando Venegas Espinosa (Faculdad
de Humanidades y Arte — Universidad de Concepción), Denise de Sordi (Faculdade de Filosofia, Letras e
Ciências Humanas — Universidade de São Paulo), Jacob Cupata (Instituto Superior de Ciências da
Educação do Sumbe)

Call for papers

Mural of Taniperla, from the Zapatista Autonomous Municipality "Ricardo Flores Magón", 1998 (Credit: Indigenous Tzeltales of Chiapas, Mexico and Sergio Valdez)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceyeA7NJ2KADkYDsWuiCbir9W6KOCNVsG80QLdIjhac4Hc_w/viewform?usp=sf_link

